University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

4-21-1995

U.S. Court Rules in Favor of Plaintiffs in Case
Against Guatemalan General
LADB Staff

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
LADB Staff. "U.S. Court Rules in Favor of Plaintiffs in Case Against Guatemalan General." (1995). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/
notisur/11885

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 56142
ISSN: 1060-4189

U.S. Court Rules in Favor of Plaintiffs in Case Against
Guatemalan General
by LADB Staff
Category/Department: Guatemala
Published: 1995-04-21
On April 12, a US federal court in Boston held retired Gen. Hector Gramajo, former Guatemalan
minister of defense, responsible for human rights abuses and ordered him to pay US$47.5 million to
a group of victims who brought a civil suit against him in 1991. The suit consisted of two complaints:
one for the murder, torture, and disappearances of thousands of Guatemalans between 1986 and
1990; and the other for the 1989 kidnapping, torture, and rape of Diana Ortiz, a US nun. During her
ordeal, which included 111 cigarette burns, Ortiz was allegedly thrown into a well full of cadavers
and rats. Gramajo was later quoted as saying that Ortiz had fabricated the story to cover a botched
suicide attempt following the breakup of a lesbian love affair (see NotiSur, 11/29/91 and 04/17/92).
Gramajo, currently a candidate in the presidential election slated for the fall, was first notified of the
suit in June 1991 at his graduation from the Harvard University's Kennedy School of Government.
He was not present at the trial and did not raise any legal defense. In Guatemala, Gramajo reacted
to news of the court decision by saying that he could not be held responsible for excesses that might
have been committed by the military during the war against guerrilla groups. "War is war," he said.
He also said he could not pay the judgement and that he would continue to travel to the US.
Gramajo said that the suit was part of a "personal campaign" waged against him by the wellknown US journalist Allan Nairn, whom he called a Marxist. "This is political revenge," he said.
In an article published on April 17 in The Nation magazine about Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) complicity in Guatemalan human rights abuses, Nairn charged that Gramajo had personally
directed a massacre in the Guatemalan highlands in the 1980s and that, as defense minister at the
time of Ortiz's abduction and torture by soldiers, he also bore responsibility in her case. Ortiz and
the nine Guatemalans were represented in the case by the NY-based Center for Constitutional
Rights. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, Reuter, 04/12/95; The Nation, 04/17/95)
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